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Meet our New Journey for Change 2 Global Ambassadors! 

 

On August 18 - September 3, 2010, 30 youth from the Brooklyn neighborhoods of Bushwick, Brownsville, 

and Bedford-Stuyvesant will travel to South Africa for two weeks of volunteer work in the capital city of 

Johannesburg and in a rural village outside of Kruger National Park. 

The youth, along with college-aged mentors from NYU, Medgar Evers College, and Pratt Institute, will 

volunteer on a daily basis with orphaned and vulnerable children and others affected by poverty and 

HIV/AIDS, in their homes, schools, orphanages, and clinics.  The group will also learn about the history of the 

country including its apartheid past and its current struggle with HIV/AIDS. 

The two week volunteer mission to South Africa is the main catalyst that allows us to transform these young 

people from local thinkers into global leaders.  Turn to pages 3-4 to meet our new ambassadors! 

Journey for Change 2 Global Ambassador Year  

Upon returning to the U.S., the youth sign a contract to become Global Ambassadors for one year.  The 

contract is particularly important as allows us to stay fully committed to these young people for at least a year 

with the goal of creating leaders engaged in civic, political, and social change, as well as mentoring each child 

individually to assist their parents in guiding them to make positive long-term choices for their lives.  During 

this time they take part in a multitude of travel, service, and advocacy initiatives, including but not limited to 

speaking at schools, serving locally and within the U.S., blogging bi-weekly for Journey for Change and 

periodically for AC360.com and TImeforkids.com, attending career fairs and arts enrichment programs, taking 

part in education initiatives, attending monthly advocacy classes, and encouraging their fellow inner-city youth 

to join them on their mission of service.  The Global Ambassadorship component is what makes Journey for 

Change such a rich and productive program.   

Global Ambassador Advocacy Focus 

¢ƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊΩǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ IL±κ!L5{ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

the highest concentration of people with the disease in the world and their home community of Central 

Brooklyn, where there are more infected people than any other New York City neighborhood.  We are pleased 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .Ǌƻƻƪƭȅƴ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ 

turn to page 6 to learn more about the HIV/AIDS Advocacy Focus. 
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Message from the Director: 

Hello everyone.  I hope that you are enjoying the summer.  It has been a hot one on 

the East Coast, but as always, there is much to feel blessed about.  First, I really want 

ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƻƻƪ άLŦ Lǘ ¢ŀƪŜǎ ! ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ 

Build One: How I Found Meaning Through A Life of Service and 100+ Ways That You 

/ŀƴ ¢ƻƻΦέ  L ǎƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǘΣ ǘǿŜŜǘΣ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ 

purchase.  It has been amazing to be able to share on such a large scale about my 

passion for serving and to hear from others who share the same dedication as I do.  

Secondly, I am feeling really blessed to welcome 30 new kids into the Journey for 

Change: Empowering Youth Through Global Service program.  I cannot tell you how 

much it means to me to have the opportunity to introduce travel, service, and 

advocacy to these young people from Brooklyn, NY.  As soon as they step foot on 

African soil, their whole perspective of the world and their place in it will change and I 

look forward to keeping you all informed for the entire glorious ride. 

Stay Lifted, 

Malaak. 

 

 

 

 
ά¢Ƙe one thing we can all agree, all faiths and ideologies, is that God is with 
the vulnerable and poor. God is in the slums, in the cardboard boxes where 
the poor play house... God is in the silence of a mother who has infected her 

child with a virus that will end both their lives... God is in the cries heard 
under the rubble of war... God is in the debris of wasted opportunity and 

ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳέ  Bono 
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Adeola Akinwande, 13 yrs 

 

Dorian Anderson, 13 yrs 

 

Brenden Archer, 12 yrs 

 
Nia Bey, 13 yrs 

 

Gabrielle Bradley, 11 yrs 

 

Jasmine Brown, 15 yrs 

 
Shakirah Brown, 14 yrs 

 

Kristian Capers, 12 yrs 

 

Rochelle Chambers, 12 yrs 

 
Shari Clark, 13 yrs 

  

Laquan Dickerson, 13 yrs 

 

Jordan Griffin, 11 yrs 

 
Dijore Harris, 12 yrs 

 

Emani Hears, 13 yrs 

 

Bria Henry, 12 yrs 

 

MEET   THE   JFC 2    AMBASSADORS!  
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Dara Hutchinson, 13 yrs 

 

Kaela Jones, 12 yrs 

 

Taijah Jones, 14 yrs 

 
Briana Kirven, 13 yrs 

 

Myah Lynch, 12 yrs 

 

Maria Nunez, 14 yrs 

 
Alysia Roberts, 14 yrs 

 

Keara Sheppard, 14 yrs 

 

Marie Solivan, 13 yrs 

 
Keion Staton, 13 yrs 

 

Aneudy Taveraz, 13 yrs 

 

Chanell Thompson, 13 yrs 

 
Douglas Williams, 14 yrs 

 

Kavon Williams, 12 yrs 

 

Tyler Williams, 13 yrs 

 

MEET   THE   JFC 2    AMBASSADORS!  
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2010 Mission Trip to South Africa  

The schedule for the 2010 Mission Trip to South Africa reflects a wonderful mix of projects and activities similar to the 2008 

Mission, with some exciting new additions to the schedule.  The group will focus their service work in Diepsloot, a shanty town 

in Joahnnesburg, with 250,000 residents living on less than $2.00 a day, but will also have the opportunity to serve in a rural 

village, in partnership with The Buffelshoek Trust.  Below, please enjoy some of the highlights from the upcoming schedule: 

HOME VISITS 

The ambassadors will each be grouped 

and assigned 3 families that they will 

make regular visits to in Diepsloot.  

These families include granny-led and 

orphan-led households, all of whom have 

been impacted by HIV/AIDS.  The 

ambassadors will meet the families, 

assess their needs, budget to shop for 

the home, and also help with home 

improvements such as painting or 

cleaning.   

SALVATION ARMY SOUTH AFRICA 

As our ambassadors come from the Bushwick, 

Brownsville, and Bedford Salvation Army Community 

Centers, we are happy to partner with Salvation Army 

South Africa to visit their projects including Ethembani 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜΣ ŀƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƻǊǇƘŀƴŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

ambassadors will also attend the Salvation Army Church 

in Soweto. 

APARTHEID MUSEUM 

The ambassadors will visit The Apartheid Museum in Johannesburg.  The 

unique museum gives an interactive look at the complete history of the rise 

and fall of apartheid in the country.  They will leave the museum with a 

better understanding of the harsh reality that occurred in South Africa 

through the 1990Ωǎ.   

 

DIEPSLOOT COMMUNITY CLEAN UP DAY 

In partnership with the Diepsloot Social Services office, 

the ambassadors will join residents and partake in a 

community clean up day.  The ambassadors will clean up 

two main areas including a section known as the squatter 

camp, which is in such poor conditions that the residents 

are not even able get electricity to their shacks and there 

is no plumbing or sewage system.  The community clean 

up day will also include governmental booths in which 

our ambassadors will help residents sign up for ID cards, 

school grants, and other governmental support. 

RURAL SERVICE WORK AND SAFARI AT KRUGER 

NATIONAL PARK 

The ambassadors will take a 5 day excursion to Limpopo , where 

they will volunteer at two primary schools, visit the Bhubezi 

clinic - a leading HIV/AIDS clinics in the area, make home visits 

to families, enjoy a braai with the local community, and go on 

safari in Kruger National Park.  We are thrilled to partner with 

the Buffelshoek Trust on the rural service component. 

MEET THE US AMBASSADOR AND 

CONSUL GENERAL 

We are excited to continue our 

partnership with the US Embassy and the 

US Consulate in South Africa.  The 

ambassadors will spend an afternoon at 

the Consulate in Johannesburg, learning 

about careers in the foreign service and 

tour the facility.  Additionally, US 

Ambassador Donald Gips and his wife, Liz 

Gips, along with US Consul General Andy 

Passen will host a reception at the 

!ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ in Pretoria, 

where they will also have the 

opportunity to meet with political and 

NGO leaders to discuss their experiences 

in South Africa. 
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 JFC 2 Advocacy Issue: HIV/AIDS  

The ambassadors in the Journey for Change 2 program will be focusing their advocacy work on HIV/AIDS both 

internationally and locally.  

 

HIV/AIDS in South Africa 

 

¶ An estimated 6 million people are living with HIV, the highest concentration of people with the disease in 

the world.   

¶ The surrounding 4 nations have the next highest rates.  There are 22.4 million people living with AIDS in 

Sub-Saharan Africa. 

¶ 3.2 million of those living with HIV are women and 280,000 are children ages 0-14. 

¶ Annual deaths from AIDS are 310,000 people. 

¶ There are 1.8 Aids orphans.  

 

HIV/AIDS in Brooklyn 

 

¶ According to the Brooklyn AIDS Task Force, Central Brooklyn, including Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brownsville, 

and Crown Heights is ground zero for the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Brooklyn, but also for African-American 

women, adolescents and children with the disease in New York City. 

¶ Central Brooklyn has the largest African-American community on the continent of North America, and with 

3,684 people living with AIDS; it is more than any other neighborhood in New York City or 27 states. 

¶ Brooklyn has the highest percentage of AIDS deaths in New York City. 

¶ A staggering 87% of all people living with HIV/AIDS in Brooklyn in 2008 were persons of color, with 7% of 

ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ мо ǿƛǘƘ IL±κ!L5{ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ .ǊƻƻƪƭȅƴΦ 

Ambassadors Voices: The Journey for Change Ambassadors will advocate for awareness and testing in their own 

community of Central Brooklyn.  Simply put, they would like for every single ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ .Ǌƻƻƪƭȅƴ ǘƻ άƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦέ  !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǊƎŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ-saving antiretroviral drugs 

in South Africa and other parts of Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

Ambassador Mariah Ralph holds a 

baby at Ethembani Orphanage for 

Abandoned and HIV Babies in 

Johannesburg, South Africa. 

�ò���†�—�…�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�á���–�Š�‡�•�á���„�‡�›�‘�•�†���ƒ�Ž�Ž���‘�–�Š�‡�”���†�‡�˜�‹�…�‡�•���‘�ˆ���Š�—�•�ƒ�•���‘�”�‹�‰�‹�•�á���‹�•���–�Š�‡���‰�”�‡�ƒ�–���‡�“�—�ƒ�Ž�‹�œ�‡�”���‘�ˆ��
the conditions of men -- the balance-�™�Š�‡�‡�Ž���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���•�‘�…�‹�ƒ�Ž���•�ƒ�…�Š�‹�•�‡�”�›�ó��Horace Mann. 

 


