EUROPE

Latoya Massie (left) and Antonio
Nunez deliver a puzzle to the Gama
family for their one-room house.
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U.S. kids bring their strength to South Africa
•
uShWiCk is a tough place
to grow up. This part of
Brooklyn, in New York
City, has a lot of crime.
More than half of its
100,000 residents rely on aid from the
government. Only 50% of students
at Bushwick High School graduate
in four years. Some people might
say, "We should help these poor kids
who have so many challenges."
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But Malaak Compton-Rock
looks at the teens in Bushwick and
says, "Go help kids who have even
bigger challenges than you do." She
believes that once young people
see the power they have to make
things better, they can handle their
own problems more easily. So her
service group, the Angel Rock
Project, took 30 Bushwick kids to
Soweto (so-way-toh), in South Africa,

to help poor families there. Soweto
is a township outside the city of
Johannesburg. The effort, called
Journey f9r Change, aims to show
that any ktd can change the world.
"Kids in Bushwick face pressure
to drop out of school or become
involved in gangs and drugs,"
Compton-Rock told TFK. She and
her husband, the comedian Chris
Rock, want to help these teens gain
the skills they need to succeed. "We
want them to live a life of purpose
and service," says Compton-Rock.

HELPING AND HEALING
In Soweto, many parents have died
ofAIDS, a deadly disease. When that
happens, a grandparent or a child
must lead the family. The Bushwick
volunteers helped such families. They
tended vegetable gardens, cared for
babies and bought groceries.
"The saddest thing was when we
visited an orphanage and I held a
little boy who had been abandoned
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because he had HIV," says Queen
Clyde, 12. HIV is the virus that causes
AIDS. "It's been good to be on this
trip. But what's also important is
what we do when it's finished, when
people aren't looking. That's what
counts." The trip was two weeks
long. But the kids, ages 12 to 15, will
spend all year speaking about their
experience, fund-raising and more.

"I never appreciated what I had until
I saw some people who had nothing,"
says Sadara Lewis, 12. "It's really
changed my attitude. I want to make
a difference."
Nathabise Mohlopwa (nah-ta-bee
say moe-lap-wah), 17, is an orphan
who leads her family. She played with
the Journey for Change kids, and
they helped her care for her family.
She smiled as she said, "We love you

Reported by Kllren Rutter/Johllnnesburg
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See students' photos from the

IJiJlJ journey at timeforkids.com/jfc.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Plenty! Here are ways to make the world a better
place. Check them out with your class or family.
~ Pick a Day On September 27,
join ~he ServiceNation group for
one of more than 1,600 service
events planned in all 50 states. On
January 19,2009, Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, the annual King
Day of Service takes place. Go to
events.servicenation.org and
mlkday.gov for the details.
~ Serve

Samantha Johnson gets a hug after
delivering toys, food and blankets.

guys, and hope you will come back."
Donovan Rogers, 13, took many
photos in South Africa. He says that
the trip changed his life. "I cried so
many times behind my camera lens.
I never thought I could help others,
but now I am inspired to help my
community." -By Martha Pickerill

Service Members

Reach out to help troops serving
overseas and their families at
www.americasupportsyou.mil.
~ Help a Park Local, state and
national parks need volunteers.

Find out if you can
build trails, clear
litter or support
new laws to protect
the parks.
~ Get

a Haircut

Donate your ponytail to Locks of Love
(Iocksaflove.org) or Wigs for Kids (wigs
forkids.org). Both make wigs for people
who lose their hair after medical treatments.
Ponytails must be at least 10 inches long.
~ Save a Pet Use petfinder.com to help
locate your local rescue group, such as
PetConnect Rescue, which places dogs
and cats in temporary homes.
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