Children’s Museum of Manhattan

By MISANI
Spoeial fo the AmNews
It was the 12th day of
December, a Friday evening,
and the 13th day bufore Christ-
mae. Outgide the cold, gusty
night wined raced past the Chil-
dren’s Museum of Manhattan
(CMOM) at 212 Weat SZrd
Street in New York City, Inside,
the delighted squesl of clijl-
dran’s Inughter rocked the col-
orful PlayWorks exhibition
room with caressing warmth
that encompassed CMOM.
Suddenly, il beeame quiet as
20 excited children from the
East Sida Settlement House
in the Sputh Bronx, gathered
v vnmediun Chris Rock,
Spon they aretransported toa
fantasyland of pink (cupcakes,

cottun candy; princess dress-
ea), s Rock reads them one of
his favorite children's books,

*Pinkalicious” by Victoria [§

Kann and Elizabeth Kann,
Seated on the thick, gray

cirpel of CMOM's, the chil-

dren, many of whom are §
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Chris Rock and CMOM host celebration for early
education program |

Hosted by Rock and CMOM,
tha.!pﬁciﬂ.lg‘glhﬁiug witrs i ofue
bration for the preschoolers,
who are participanta in the
CMOMs  Bronx-based early
education program and its part-
ner, the East Side Scttloment
House, a neighborhood resouree
center, Located in the South
Bronx, one of the most disad-
vantaged wrban communlties in
the U5, East Side Settlement
House “helieves education ia the
key that enables all people to

meaning in a story, as well as

 develop self confldence ns thay

express themsslves through art
and musjc”

“All of New York's children
degerve the opportunity to have
access to progrums that help
prepare them to enter school
and got the foundation for a life-
time of learning. This program
places emphasis on learning
within the family, where the
greateat impacts and results
will be realized, The children
involved in this program
are some of the most at-

perately need this asdis-
tance,” said Andrew Ack-
erman, the execulive
director of CMOM. “We
| could not do this work
w:tlwpt the guidance and
assistance of East Side
Bettlement House, and we

“""u-] are honored ﬂ:atam

star like Chris Rock is

hlgh.hghhnguw efforte”
“All the children who

taka part in the Museum

yeare old and younger, lis- mlﬁlﬂmuli, the executive direc- of Manhattan's early
tened attentively, their inng- tor of CHMIOM

cent, round eyes glued on the
m'ultﬁalanpea Rock, who in
addition to being a comedian, is
ﬂlﬂﬂ' po Edm“ menwriter,
ducer

At times, the children's gazo
shifted to take in the colorful
artwork in the book illustrated
showed them, At other times, it
wa ta look around “the innova-
tive research-based early child-
hood Tlearning environment,
keyed to all of the skills young
children nead for school ”

crente scunomic and civie oppor-
tunitiea for themselves, their
families and their community”
The three-year collaboration
between CMOM and Bast Side:
Seltlement House offers a
weelly series of interactive pro-
grams designed for both chil-
dren and parents, which include
math, language arts, story-
telling, art and music. In addi-
tion, the program “helps chil-
dren develop a greater interest
in books, increase their vocabu-
lary, learn to read and listen for

childhood education pro-
gram and their parents
and caregivers must be com-
mended for their hard worlk and
commitment to starting the
education process early,”™ aaid
Rock. “"CMOM is a vital New
York resouree that knows chil-
dren and addresses the eritical
needs of disadvaniaged fami-
lies better than anyone, and [
am thrilled to be helping them
celobrate these children.”
Rock, the father of two
daupghters, ages Gand 4, initial-
ly apoke. succinctly in. sharing
his reasons for being suppartive
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risk youngsters who des-

Camedian Chris Rock and Vernell Reed, director, Early Child-
hood, at East Side House Settlement, surrounded by children of
the East Side Settlement House
of CMOM's initistives, as well
as the impartanes of literacy for
children: “You really try Lo get
a8 mueh stuff -in 8z you

can...its  litile  kids._the
Bromx _read to them,. It such
a little thing to do”

Warming up to the subject,
he continued; “What 1 just did
with these kids...” he added,
 pausing to ask, “What time is it
now?' Louking at his watch, he
eontinued: “I'll be doing this
with my own kids in an hour?”
He laughed, and then dead-
pangd: “T' be reading the same
book to my kids. The same

one!” he repeated, feigning irri-
tation. “I'm so used to reading

that book,” he said with aslight

chuckle, before cleverly going
over thiz dialogue in his head
{perhaps to later use for a seg-
ment of his popular TV series,
“Bveryhody Hates Chris”),
“It's weird, you know, my
kids have probably a couple
hundred books in their room,
but you knew, they still like
four books" Seeing the absurd-
ity of the situation, the: natural
comedian in him e.ama_cm: a8
e pantomimed; “It's like, this

oné again? You're sure? We got
all these sther boaks "

Getting gerious agin, Rock
commended CMOM for its
inventive space and for its
overall intelligent programs
and aetivities by saying: “Ivs
just not an indoor playground.
It's a lot of learning games. It
has a nice stmosphere..It's
great, It all helps” he explained
belure adding his own personal
testimony. “My kids go here all
the time, They know this is a
good hang.”

In cloging, Roek, who was
voted by Comedy Central as
the fifth greatest stand-up
comedian of all time, wished
everyone & Merry Christmas
and a Happy Ewanza, then
added a closing message to par-
ents: “Just try and tell these
kids that life isnt about

 things.. life ain't things” he

repeated, using the vernacular
to emphasize his point, “Life is
about your relationship with
the people that love you.”

(Be sure to read Chriz Rock’s

‘exclusive interview with Mis-

ani in the January, 1, 2008, New
Yeary imaue.)



