
myself." In three years TZone has helped 220 girls, and 
Banks hopes to soon make TZone national. 

~Y~~~c~~~t~es 
children who have lost a parent 
More than 5,000 children lost a mother 
or father in the Septe~ber 11 terrorist 
attacks. A number of them have begun 

the long, painful healing process at Comfort Zone (www. 
comfortzonecamp.org), the nation's largest free bereave­
ment camp, founded by Lynne Hughes, 38, a mother of 
a 3-year-old son and an 8-month-old daughter. Since 
opening in Richmond, Virginia, in 1999, this nonprofit 
has helped nearly 500 children aged 5 to 17 mourn the 
death of a loved one. (Hughes herself, at the age of 9, 
lost her mom to a fatal blood clot; two years later her 
father died of a heart attack.) 

"Campers who lost a parent during 9/11 often ask each 
other, 'What floor was your father on? Did he call home?' 
They cling to the few details they have," says Hughes, who 
has recently opened camps near New York. 

To help kids cope with their grief and loss, the camps hold 
Healing Circles, in which the children share their stories. 
They also do the usual camp stuff, like playing kickball 
and roasting marshmallows. "Kids grieve but manage to do 
other things," says Hughes. "Adults could learn from them." 

Laura San Giacomo 
For raising awareness of diversity
in America's classrooms 
Laura San Giacomo's son, Mason, now 
6, was born with cerebral palsy, which cre­
ated challenges to his physical and verbal 

development that he overcomes through the use of a wheel­
chair, walker, and dynaVox (a talking computer). As Mason 
approached preschool age, San Giacomo (of NBC'sJust Shoot 
Me) was faced with the decision of where to send her son to 
school. After a lot of thought and extensive counseling, she 
opted for an inclusive school, one in which kids with dis­
abilities learn beside their nondisabled peers. San Giacomo 
discovered the Chime Institute, located at the University of 
Northridge in California, but the school wasfor preschoolers 
only. So she, along with professors and parents, expanded 
it into the Chime Charter Elementary School, which opened 
in 2001 with approximately 100 students in grades kinder­
garten through four. Of those students, the disabled aren't 
the only ones who gain from an inclusive education. Typically­
developing children also learn broader communication skills 
and compassion, and regard diversity as normal. 

By teaching respect for individual differences, the school 
aims to help students become responsible and caring citizens, 
ones who will enrich a country that values diversity. 
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Malaak 
Complon-Rock
For helping women 
move from welfare to work 
How can you get America's 1.4 million 

women on welfare back into the workforce? By making 
them look-and feel-fabulous, asserts 33-year-old Malaak 
Compton-Rock (who on June 28 gave birth to her first child, 
a girl, with actor-comedian husband Chris Rock). 

In 1999, Compton-Rock founded Styleworks (www. style 
works.org), an organization that gives makeovers to women­
in donated space in New York-area salons-who are referred 
by welfare-to-work agencies. 

"Most of these women walk in shy and depressed," she 
says. "When they leave, they're smiling and projecting the 
confidence that will help get them a job." Women also learn 
how to recreate the look and leave with beauty products, 
accessories, and, in some cases, clothing, donated by com­
panies such as Liz Claiborne, C1airol, and Neutrogena. 

So far the organization has given more than 2,000 women 
the style and self-esteem boost they need to ace their inter­
views. This fall Styleworks opens in Chicago, and Compton­
Rock also plans to start a branch in Washington, D.C. "By 
helping these women become self-sufficient, productive mem­
bers of society," says Compton-Rock, "we help them achieve 
the American dream." 

Angie Harmon 
For fighting video voyeurism 
After starring in the Lifetime movie Video 
Voyeur: The Susan Wilson Story-based on 
the nl.le tale published in Redbook ofa woman 
secretly videotaped by her neighbor-Angie 

Harmon, of Law & Order fame, set off for Washington, D.C., 
to join Wilson in urging Congress to make video voyeurism a 
federal crime. Harmon, 30, knows what it's like to have her 
privacy invaded (a tabloid published unauthorized photos ofher 
wedding to New York Giant Jason Sehorn), but now her con­
cern is alleviating that fear in America's women and children. 

The Family Privacy Protection Act, introduced by Senator 
Mary Landrieu of Louisiana and lobbied for by Harmon 
(see "Could Someone Be Watching You?" page 112), would 
make it illegal for anyone to secretly videotape a person for 
lewd purposes. The law would also include severer 
penalties for instances that involve children. Though the 
current bill focuses on protecting people in intimate situations, 
Harmon hopes future legislation will protect Americans in 
public places too (e.g., outlawing Internet video feeds from 
cameras in dressing rooms). "[Wilson] showed incredible 
strength and courage," says Harmon. "Imagine the things you 
do in your home that you would hope to God nobody ever 
saw." IfHarmon has her way, no one ever will. (continued) 


